


In February of this year, David Linares, together with 
his parents and a younger brother, made his way from
Manzanillo, Cuba, to Louisville. His brother was enrolled in
high school, while David and his parents started attending
the beginning English class at Kentucky Refugee Ministries.
As he settled in the very first day, he had headphones on.
When I asked him what kind of music he liked, he replied
that he was a drummer. In fact, the music he was listening
to was a recording of his band from Cuba. Excitedly, he
handed me the headphones, eager to share his music.

While I don’t normally ask students in my
beginning English class to write essays, I
noticed one day that David had completed his
handout assignment early. I suggested that he
try writing something and he took to the task
with gusto. “My name is David,” he wrote in
that very first essay. “I’m music, play the
drums. The drums is my life, because the
music is all for me.” Strong Rock – that was
the name of his band in Cuba. This is appro-
priate enough, for music has always provided
a strong base of support for him, whether in
the difficult years of his childhood in Cuba, or
now, when, finding himself in a new country
at the age of nineteen, it is his connection
with music that is helping him forge new
friendships and make a smooth transition to life in 
the United States.  

Every Sunday David plays drums with his new band at the
church he attends. He practices every day after school. His
mind need no longer be preoccupied with food shortages.
After he gets a job, he plans to enroll in college part-time.
David is grateful to have a world of opportunities open to
him in Louisville.  
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Your generous donations nourish the
ongoing work of Kentucky Refugee
Ministries as we enable refugees to

grow and prosper in our community.

$25 will buy a welcome bucket filled
with cleaning supplies and toiletries.

$50 will buy a gift card to purchase
food, diapers and necessities.

$400 will help pay one month’s 
rent on an apartment.

$500 to $1,000 will give 
support to refugee family that does not
have a church sponsor for three months

to help pay for a variety of expenses.

We’ve learned that David is very kind and generous, and his
level of maturity belies his age. Recently, the teacher in the
intermediate class, to which David moved after making very
quick progress in the beginning class, asked her students
what they would do if they had a million dollars. David
broke the funds down this way: he would give 20% to his

family in Cuba; 10% would go to
poor people in Louisville, and
another 10% to his church here;
his teacher would get 5% (we
agreed that his current teacher and
I should split that amount); the
remaining 55% would go to the
bank, to be used toward buying a
house and a car, as well as to fund
his and his brother’s education.  

David continues to take the time
to write essays on his own initia-
tive. His writing has certainly
served to improve his English
speaking ability, but it has also
helped him feel more connected 

to his new country, and it has fostered confidence. He has
embraced the challenges that come with being a refugee
with full determination. David is curious and eager to learn –
he is well on the way to success in his new country. He no
longer has to worry about the lack of freedom that he says
was the most troublesome feature of life in Cuba. Right now,
his biggest problem is of a different nature. Let’s just say that
it concerns a pretty girl. 

David, hard at work on an essay

UP-TO-DATE WITH KRM

Refugees of 
the World
Case manager Chris Shull reports that ROW’s arrivals having been higher 
than normal for this time of year – a surprise after a record breaking number of
arrivals this past summer. Our clients are coming from Burma, Cuba, Iraq, Sudan,
Burundi, Somalia. We are also hopeful to see a new population this summer from
Bhutan. We welcome new case worker, Marianne Semones, to our team.

The Family Center
The Kentucky Refugee Ministries Family Center started in March of 2007. The 
mission of the family center is to extend services to women and young children
before they are eligible to go to work. Most of the women who participate have
more than one child and at least one under the age of one.

At the center the women receive English lessons, Cultural Orientation, 
Expressive Therapy and more, while their children participate in art, music, free 
play and stories. This has been a very positive addition to our agency. We want 
to thank UPS Foundation,
The Presbyterian Women’s
Birthday Offering and 
the Cralle Foundation 
for their generosity. Because
of your financial support
many women and children
are being served every 
week and together we are
changing lives for the better.

Weaving Strong  
Bonds
Another venture birthing at KRM is 
a weavers group which we hope will
grow into a micro business. We have
one small loom and are looking to 
build another so the women can make
their traditional bags, skirts, shirts and
more. We are looking for some seed
money to get the supplies that are 
needed. If you are interested in helping,
call Liz Kaznak or Sarah Wood at KRM.  

Open Doors
KRM has also begun a partnership with OPEN DOORS. Open Doors is part of the
Louisville Visual Art Association and is committed to working with under-served
populations to create works of self-expression. The project will begin with the
Burmese clients and grow from there. They will be blending a variety of artistic
expressions to create a piece of art that will be unveiled at this year’s Global
Gourmet. Thank you to Ashley Cecil, Laura Malbasa Faber and Clare Hirn for
exploring this potential with us. 

Help Us Make 
a Difference

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS
Refugees are hard working, motivated and 

determined to start their new lives, but they 
need jobs to become self-sufficient. If you 

have a connection or are in a position to hire;
consider giving a new neighbor a job.  

Contact Larey Correll at 479-9180 ext. 18 
or email at lcorrell@kyrm.org.

BECOME A SPONSOR
Co-sponsorship is at the heart of serving

refugees. Who is a sponsor? Any faith-based
community such as a church, synagogue,

mosque, or temple. The need is urgent. Please
contact Lee Welsh at the Louisville office, 

(502) 479-9180 ext. 14 and Lucy Raine at the
Lexington Office, (859) 226-5661 to learn more.

More Ways to Help

A Scene from 
Burma

The artist who drew this
illustration is 18 year old
Tha Dah. He came to

Burma (now Myanmar) 
in late March. This draw-
ing depicts a traditional 
scene from the Burmese 
countryside. Tha Dah is 
currently attending 
“English as a Second
Language” classes and 
he hopes to go to college
one day to study drawing. 

Copyright © Tha Dah, 2008

BY ELIZABETH KAZNAK, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

KRM newsletter 0608 04  6/4/08  3:06 PM  Page 2

                              

Louisville from  


